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Water in peril f

TRY THIS AT HOME
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Basic needs
Millions of people do not have clean drinking water and No access

proper sanitation. The graphs show where these people live. ‘to sanitation
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Water to spare Many rich, developed countries have the luxury Little to share Clean water can be hard to find in many
of huge water supplies, brought to their homes by expensive developing countries. Their people, such as these children
technology. These countries have so much clean water that they in Delhi, India, are forced to drink and wash in water from

use it to wash cars or water gardens and golf courses. contaminated rivers and wells.
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Water-related killers

B Diarrheal diseases
Caused by bacteria that
live in contaminated water,
these diseases kill 2 to 5
million people each year.

1 Schistosomiasis Every
year, this painful disease
causes 200,000 deaths.

El Helminths Gut worms
infect people in crowded,
unsanitary conditions and
kill thousands per year.

Hepatitis Aand E Liver
diseases caught from
contaminated food and
water can be fatal.

H Trachoma Six million
people are blind because
of this eye infection.

Trash flow In crowded countries
such as Indonesia, pollution makes
water-shortage problems even worse.

Where is the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, Turkey

’ a Plans to build more than 22 dams
world’s freshwater? across these rivers jeopardize
water supplies for downstream
Syria and Iraq.

Yellow River,

. China This river
is both severely
polluted and
beginning to run
dry as too many
farms and
factories continue
to draw on it.

Mexico City Aquifer
Relentless
overpumping and
pollution now
threaten to pollute
the Mexico City
Aquifer—its sole
source of freshwater.

The colors on the world map
show the amount of freshwater
available in different countries.

Extremely low

Very low Niger and Volta Rivers, West River Nile, Egypt Jordan and Litani Rivers,
Africa Mali and Ghana rely The Nile has supplied Egypt Middle East These rivers
Low on these rivers for water, with water for thousands of divert to coastal cities in Israel
Average food, and transportation. years. But as Egypt grows by instead of flowing into the
B High But river pollution has more than a million people Dead Sea and the Jordan
B Very high left much of downstream per year, it will soon struggle Valley. This cuts water supplies
sy g Nigeria without freshwater. to meet water demands. to Jordan and Palestine.
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