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Instructions to candidates
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Section One: Short Answer responses
Answer any three questions.

Question 1

a) What is the Federal Executive Council?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                             2marks


b) Differentiate between the terms vertical fiscal imbalance and horizontal fiscal equalisation in relation to Australia.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3marks












[bookmark: _GoBack]c) Evaluate the influence of political parties on the law making process in parliament and the courts.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                               5marks





Question 2

a) Identify two constitutional powers of the High Court of Australia.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                             2marks


b) Identify three reasons other than financial power and referenda, for the increased strength of the Commonwealth Government in the last 20 years.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3marks














c) To what extent can both the House of Representatives and the Senate claim a political mandate?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                               5marks




Question 3

a) Explain what is meant by exclusive powers.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                             2marks



b) Differentiate between the terms co-operative federalism and coercive federalism.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3marks















c) With reference to current events what is the significance of section 57 of the Australian Constitution.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                               5marks


Question 4

a) Outline the significance of section 96 of the Australian Constitution.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                             2marks


b) Explain the difference between the ministry and the cabinet in Australian politics.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3marks















c) Identify two specific powers of the Australian legislature and compare these two powers with the powers of the legislature in a non – Westminster political and legal system.
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                               5marks




Section 2
Source Analysis

Question 5: Read the article and answer the questions that follow.
[image: ]
Media Release 

17 December 2015 
GetUp hijacks Woolworths’ ‘Make Your Christmas Famous’ ads to expose how Woolies poker machines are designed to addict 
VIDEO: Christmas, brought to you by Woolworths: 

GetUp! has today released a parody of Woolworths’ home video-style Christmas ads to expose how the supermarket giant trades daily on family values, while its poker machines devastate Australian families. The ad follows a recent petition signed by more than 51,000 Australians calling on Woolworths to get the con out of their 12,000-plus poker machines. Campaigner Natalie O’Brien said the ad exposed the lie of celebrating family values while conning people into ruin with their deceptive poker machine design tricks. “Woolworths is exploiting the sense of family that the holiday season brings while its poker machines betray Australian families every day. We’re shocked by the hypocrisy,” Ms O’Brien said. 
“We can't match Woolworths’ multi-million dollar ad buy, but we can hijack it. Every time somebody sees one of the Woolworths Christmas ads, they'll remember our ad and how Woolies are taking food off the tables of thousands of Australian families this holiday season. Anna Bardsley, a grandmother from Sommerville, used to suffer from poker machine addiction. She started going to pokies venues as an escape, but soon found the machines working exactly as intended – to addict. 
“I haven’t put money in a poker machine for about six years, yet if I see the lights or hear the sounds, my brain has been so conditioned that I feel the urge to go back again,” she said. 
“Christmas time is hard enough, but the shame and financial stress of addiction made it even harder to connect with family and the celebrations. 
“If Woolworths truly sees itself as part of the community, it should treat all the community fairly. It should pull back from relying on profit from addictive poker machines and financial losses from the community,” Ms Bardley said. Ms O’Brien said Woolworths is uniquely placed to stop the industrial-scale pokies con, as Australia’s largest owner of poker machines. “Woolworths’ leadership on pokies design reform would be a real gift to thousands of Australian families this Christmas time,” she said. 






a) Outline the difference between a pressure group and a political party.
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                           2marks


b) With reference to the article outline 2 reasons for Get Up’s campaign against Woolworths.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            4marks










c) Explain three reasons why pressure groups are regarded as important in the Australian political and legal system.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                               6marks




d) With the use of specific examples evaluate the extent to which pressure groups can influence the law making process in parliament and the courts.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                               8marks



Section 3: Extended response
This section has four [4] questions answer any two.


Question 6

“The Commonwealth Constitution [Australia] has come under increased scrutiny and several proposals for reform have been suggested.

Explain a specific proposal for reform of the Australian Constitution and evaluate the the difficulties that such a proposal faces if it is to become a reality.

Question 7

There is only one reason for the present power of the Commonwealth government over State governments within the Australian federal system and that is the growth of the financial dominance of the Commonwealth government over a number of decades.

Evaluate the validity of this claim. 

Question 8

The Prime Minister is the dominant force within the Commonwealth Parliament and as a consequence the functions of parliament are compromised.

Question 9

“Recent Commonwealth Parliaments have confirmed that the ability of governments to implement their mandates is more a function of the composition of the parliament than the will of the people.

Evaluate the validity of this claim.



End of Questions
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