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Structure of this paper
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	Number of questions available
	Number of questions to be answered
	Suggested working time (minutes)
	Marks available
	Percentage of total exam

	Section One: 
Short response
	4
	3
	45
	30
	30

	Section Two:
Source analysis
	2
	1
	35
	20
	20

	Section Three: 
Extended response
Part A: Unit 3

Part B: Unit 4
	2
	1
	50
	50
	50

	
	2
	1
	50
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	100



Instructions to candidates
1. The rules for the conduct of ATAR course examinations are detailed in the 2016 Year 12 Information Handbook. Sitting this examination implies that you agree to abide by these rules.

2. Write your answers in this Question/Answer Booklet. 

3. You must be careful to confine your responses to the specific questions asked and to follow any instruction that are specific to a particular question.

4. Spare pages are included at the end of this booklet. They can be used for planning your responses and/or as additional space if required to continue an answer.
· Planning: If you use the spare pages for planning, indicate this clearly at the top of the page.
· Continuing an answer: If you need to use the space to continue an answer, indicate in the original answer space where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number. Fill in the number of the questions that you are continuing to answer at the top of the page.




Section One: Short Answer. You must answer 3 questions.

Question One


a) Outline one aspect of Sect 53 of the Australian Constitution and explain briefly its significance.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            2 marks


b) Differentiate between the terms concurrent and exclusive power in relation to the Australian Constitution.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3 marks



[bookmark: _GoBack]c) Evaluate the role and influence of individuals in the law making process in Australia.
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                         5 marks



Question Two

a) Outline the difference between the will of the people mandate and the balance of power mandate?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            2 marks


b) Distinguish between the terms Express powers and Reserve powers in relation to the Australian Constitution.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3 marks




c) Identify TWO specific powers of the Australian Parliament [legislature] and compare these TWO powers with the powers of the legislature in another political system.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                         5 marks



Question Three

a) What is the Administrative Appeals Tribunal(AAT) in Australia?


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            2 marks


b) Explain the appeals process and how it assists in holding the judiciary accountable.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3 marks





c) Evaluate the effectiveness of the Estimates and Privileges Committees in keeping the executive and parliament accountable respectively.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                         5 marks


Question Four

a) Explain what is meant by the term ‘common law rights’ in Australia.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            2 marks


b) Outline three ways in which Australia has promoted popular participation. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                            3 marks





c) With reference to a country other than Australia, identify and explain three ways in which that country has undermined democratic principles.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                         5 marks



Section Two: Source analysis.

This section has two [2] questions. You must answer one [1].
Suggested working time: 35 minutes
Source 1: Unit 3
[roles and powers of the opposition and the shadow ministry at the Commonwealth level]

There are two crucial tasks for an opposition

First, we must point out the faults and failings of the government. That is not to oppose everything the government does, for no government is always wrong. Our message must enjoin the principles which we believe will make Australia a better place with our criticisms of government. The party elected to govern has a right to put its proposed legislation before the parliament and have it debated, as have other members and senators.
Equally, the parliament has the duty to scrutinize carefully any such proposals. And the opposition has the responsibility to the people of Australia to continue to argue for those policies it believes will enhance the prosperity of the nation. The role of the opposition is to consider any legislation the government proposes. It can support it or reject it. In doing so, it should set out its own principles as to why it believes the proposal is, or is not, in the national interest.
Some people believe that the Opposition should seek to improve the government’s legislation. The problem with this approach is that it can involve the Opposition compromising its own principles, and often sending a mixed message to the community. From time to time, a government will claim it has a mandate for certain legislation. This is usually a device used to avoid discussion of the details of the proposed changes.
But opposition is not enough ‘In my view ‘, said Robert Menzies, “ the duty of an opposition which wants to move over to the Treasury benches is to be constructive, judicious and different.” Being different means articulating our principles and developing policies consistent with them.
As Robert Menzies said “Opposition gives more time for study and thought. It must be regards as a great constructive period in the life of a party; properly considered, not a period in the wilderness, but a period of preparation of the high responsibilities which you hope will come”. 
Those high responsibilities will only be returned to us if we have provided the people of Australia with an alternative, with a choice that demonstrates both the differences between us and then the direction we would take this great nation.






a) Explain what is meant by the term ‘Shadow Ministry’ in the Westminster system of government?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                       2marks


b) With reference to the source explain two tasks of the opposition.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                      4 marks




c) Outline three roles of the opposition and discuss the extent the opposition can effectively fulfil these roles.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                        6 marks







d) Outline the theory of individual ministerial responsibility and evaluate the application of the theory by referring to two examples involving Commonwealth Ministers in the last 5 years.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                                                   8 marks



Source 2: Unit 4
[The accountability of the Executive and Public Service]

The following is an edited version of an article, ‘Executive Accountability to Parliament- Reality or Rhetoric?, By Peter Loney, Adjunct Professor and Executive Director, Public Sector Governance and Accountability Research Centre, La Trobe University Victoria.
Executive accountability is at the heart of our political system. The Westminster model is built on a foundation of three massive planks. These are the separation of powers, parliamentary scrutiny of executive action and ministerial responsibility.
Most governments, while they accept scrutiny do not welcome it. If they are allowed to get away with not providing information to the parliament, then it is unlikely that they will volunteer to do so. So how is the parliament and through it the public, to access information that it requires to make informed judgements about government performance?
The daily question time process… has seen its value in terms of holding the executive to account diminished over time. While it is still capable of being an effective accountability mechanism, and was used as a tool to force ministerial resignations during the Howard government, question time often does not serve its primary purpose…Typical of the opposition approach are questions which focus on trivia or scandal and incorporate their own view or answer. Conversely questions by government party members…often invite broad rather than specific responses, and often are little more than a vehicle to attack the opposition.
















a) Explain what is meant by the term the Administrative Arm of the Executive in the Australian Political and Legal system .

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                       2marks


b) With reference to Source 2, identify and explain two suggested weaknesses of Question Time in the Commonwealth Parliament.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                        4 marks




c) Identify and discuss Three ways in which the Australian Public Service is held accountable.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                           6 marks






d) Evaluate the the effectiveness of individual ministerial responsibility in holding ministers accountable. [recent examples essential]

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                      8 marks




Section Three: Extended response
This section has four [4] questions. Answer one [1] question from Part A: Unit 3 and answer one question from Part B: Unit 4.

Part A: Unit 3 Political and Legal Power.
Answer one [1] question from a choice of two [2] each worth 25 marks.

Question 7
Evaluate the extent that High Court decisions have changed the face of federalism in Australia.

OR
Question 8
The Prime Minister is the dominant force within the Commonwealth Parliament and as a consequence the functions of parliament are compromised. Evaluate the accuracy of this statement.

______________________________________________________________________________

Part B: Unit 4 Accountability and Rights 
Answer one [1] question from a choice of two [2] each worth 25 marks.

Question 9
‘Parliamentarians can only be held responsible for their actions through elections. Therefore, they remain unaccountable between elections’. 
Evaluate the validity of this claim.
OR
Question 10
Assess the extent to which a particular group in Australia has experienced changes in its political and legal rights.








______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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