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Year 11 Politics and Law Examination

Semester 2, 2015




Name:		_____________________________________




Time allowed for this paper

Reading time before commencing work:		Ten minutes
Working time for paper:				Two and a half hours 



Materials required/recommended for this paper

To be provided by the supervisor
This Question/Answer Booklet

To be provided by the candidate
Standard items:	pens, pencils, eraser or correction fluid/tape, ruler, highlighter
Special items:	non-programmable calculator



Important note to candidates

No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure that you do not have any unauthorised notes or other items of a non-personal nature in the examination room. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand it to the supervisor before reading any further.
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Section One: Short answer
You are required to answer any 4 [four] questions. Write your responses in the spaces provided.
Question 1
a) Explain what is meant by “stare decisis”.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         2marks

b) Differentiate between remand and bail in the criminal trial process.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                          3marks




c) Evaluate two major problems with the adversarial trial process and suggest why these limit the achievement of just outcomes.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         5marks
Question 2
a) Explain what is meant by the term “multi member” electorate.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         2marks

b) Outline three functions of elections.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                          3marks







c) Discuss two ways in which the proportional voting system allows minor parties to influence the Australian political system.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         5marks
Question 3
a) What is the constitutional role of the Governor General?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         2marks
b) Outline two significant differences in the roles and powers of the Australian Senate and the House of Representatives according to the Australian Constitution.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                          3marks







c) Discuss three main reasons why the Republican Referendum failed.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         5marks

Question 4
a) What is meant by sovereignty of parliament?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         2marks

b) Outline three features of a democracy.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                          3marks







c) Evaluate the extent to which Australia upholds (or fails to uphold) the major pillars of democracy.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         5marks
Question 5
a) What is meant by statutory interpretation?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         2marks

b) Outline three intrinsic and or extrinsic materials used by judges to assist in statutory interpretation.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                          3marks






c) With the use of one or more cases you have studied discuss the reasons why statutory interpretation is needed.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         5marks
Question 6
a) Explain the doctrine of precedent.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         2marks

b) Explain three main reasons for a court hierarchy.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                          3marks







c) With the use of case you have studied explain how courts can expand precedent.
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                         5marks

Question 7
Section Two: Source analysis
This section has ONE question. You must answer     . Write your answers in the spaces provide

Spare pages are included at the end of this booklet. They can be used as additional space if required to continue an answer. If you need to use the space to continue an answer, indicate in the original answer space where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number. Fill in the number of the question(s) that you are continuing to answer at the top of the page. 
Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 







continue on the next page












Source 1
Read the source below and answer the parts of the question that follow. 
Pressure Groups 
GetUp! About us. 
Lobby, pressure and direct action groups have become opinion leaders – framing the debates, articulating the arguments more cogently [clearly] in many instances than the politicians themselves, dominating the national discussions and in many instances winning them. 
GetUp!, which now boasts upwards of 380,000 members – which is more than all the nation's political parties combined – is an independent grass roots political organisation giving everyday Australians the opportunity to get involved and hold politicians accountable. They have achieved a considerable number of successes campaigning for equal rights for same-sex couples and supporting the Parliamentary Apology to the Stolen Generations. 
One of their biggest successes came in July 2010 when they supported Shannen Rowe
and Douglas Thompson in a constitutional challenge against the Commonwealth Electoral Commission in the High Court, arguing the Electoral laws effectively disenfranchised [excluded] young people who were prevented from registering to vote in the August 2010 Federal elections when the voting rolls closed on July 19 2010. GetUp! won its challenge to have the Electoral Act changed to allow up to 100,000 more Australians to be added to the roll for the 2010 election after enrolling after the original cut-off. 
From the GetUp! website.


Did the union campaign succeed?
The union movement, led by the ACTU [which has formal links with the Australian Labor Party] led a concerted campaign against the Coalition government’s bid for re-election in 2007. The ACTU’s campaign –Your Rights at Work began as soon as the 2004 election was decided. At this point it became clear that, from July 2005, the Coalition would have a majority in both houses of parliament, allowing for a much more radical policy agenda. The ACTU organized mass rallies and a large scale advertising campaign, centred on an appeal to the rights and interests of working families. A theme later adopted by the Opposition Leader Kevin Rudd and used to tie together a range of stresses on lower and middle income Australians that went beyond industrial relations. About a year before the election in 2007, the ACTU also established a number of marginal seat campaigns, each with a full time organiser, to mobilise local union members around the ACTU ‘Your Rights at Work’ (YRAW) campaign, and targeting Coalition MPs. Unions also implemented a systematic program of communicating with their members in these seats. They sought to locate union members who were ‘undecided’ or ‘swinging’ voters, and to engage them in discussions about WorkChoices and the upcoming election.
ACTU - Australian Council of Trade Unions

See next page
 (a) Explain what is meant by the term ‘pressure group’.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                  2marks

 (b) With reference to Source 1, outline three strategies that are employed by pressure groups. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                       4marks





See next page




c) With the use of examples explain how some pressure groups are more effective than others in influencing the legislative process.
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                    6marks
                                  

See next page

d) With the use of examples discuss the extent to which pressure enhance or distort democracy. 
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________              8marks
                                                                                                                          

End of Section Two
POLITICS AND LAW
Section Three: Extended response: each worth 25marks
This section has        Write your answer in the space provided.
Suggested working time
_________________________________________________________________________
Question 8
Evaluate the extent to which separation of powers exists in Australia, in comparison to the American system of government.
Question 9
Outline the main features of the preferential and proportional systems of voting used in Western Australia and evaluate, with reference to a particular election, at least two advantages and two disadvantages of each system.aim
Question 10
“Both parliament and the courts are essential sources of law and are of equal importance.”
Evaluate the above statement.
Question 11
“The adversarial system is designed to uncover the truth.”
        To what extent is this an accurate statement?
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